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NATO IN THE MARITIME DOMAIN



NATO’s Maritime Activities

The world’s oceans are increasingly busy maritime highways. 
Today, 85 per cent of all international trade in raw material 
and manufactured goods travels by sea, and tankers carry 
more than half of the world’s oil. The maritime domain is of 
strategic importance for NATO. NATO is determined to help 
protect its Allies from any possible threats at sea or from the 
sea.



Alliance Maritime Strategy

The 2011 Alliance Maritime Strategy derived 
four maritime roles for the Alliance to 
contribute to:

 Deterrence and Collective Defence
 Crisis Management
 Cooperative Security
 Maritime Security



Alliance Maritime Posture

We are reinforcing our maritime posture and have taken concrete steps 
to improve our overall maritime situational awareness.

We have prepared strategic assessments on the Baltic and Black Seas, 
the North Atlantic, and the Mediterranean.

Through an enhanced exercise programme, we will reinvigorate our 
collective maritime warfighting skills in key areas, including anti-
submarine warfare, amphibious operations, and protection of sea lines 
of communications.

The posture will also ensure support to reinforcement by and from the 
sea, including the transatlantic dimension with the North Atlantic being a 
line of communication for strategic reinforcement.

2018 Brussels Summit Declaration



THE POTENTIAL THREAT
RUSSIA





Russian Submarine Capability
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Strategic Presence



Russian Surface Fleet
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KALIBR Missile System
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KALIBR Missile System
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Operations in Syria

http://missiledefenseadvocacy.org



Operations in Syria



THE POTENTIAL THREAT
CHINA



The Potential Threat



Chinese Navy

https://www.almasdarnews.com



Chinese Navy (2015)



Renhai Cruiser (Type 055)

www.popsci.com
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Global Ambition?



NATO MARITIME ACTIVITY
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NATO Maritime Activity
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NATO Maritime Activity



The Four 30s



CONCLUSIONS



Conclusions

 Russia’s domestic and foreign policy is likely to remain unchanged 
for many years to come

 China is on a fast track to becoming a global maritime power

 The goal of the Russian Navy is Sea Denial, killing NATO vessels 
before they can carry out their mission, whilst protecting vital military 
installations

 New and upgraded Russian capabilities include long range strike and 
asymmetric attack

 A NATO deterrence effect must have global reach, considering the 
dependence of the global economy on sea lines of communication

 The Alliance Maritime Strategy and Posture, and adaptations to the 
Command Structure show that the challenge has been recognised

 NATO needs visible maritime capabilities at sea to deliver 
cooperative security, crisis management and collective defence, and 
ultimately deterrence and assurance.



Questions?
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